
November 26, 2020

Wishing you a blessed Nativity fast, Happy New Year, and a joyful celebration of the birth of Christ.
 
“God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 
has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through 
whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of 
His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged 
our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so much better than 
the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.” Heb. 1:1-4. 
 This season in the Orthodox church is a blessed time when we prepare for the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Archangel Gabriel announced to St. Mary, “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, 
and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with Us.” Matt. 
1:23. This year, 2020, has proven that we need Christ to be in our midst because, with God, all 
things are possible.  
 COVID-19 has dramatically affected our daily life. We all had to adjust our schedules and 
habits to deal with the challenges, but never lost hope in Christ. St. Mary and St. Verena 
congregation and friends have continued to show their love, care, and support to our church 
throughout the year. We were fortunate to continue liturgical services even though there were many 
limitations, especially during Holy Week and summertime liturgies. We will always strive to 
continue church services to provide for our youth and young people. Also, through your generosity, 
we were able to cover our monthly and annual obligations. May our Lord reward your kindness with 
30, 60, and 100 folds. 
 A bit of good news! Through your prayers and support, St. Mary & St. Verena church has 
started our Master Plan Project. Due to requirements by the City of Yorba Linda, we have to start 
building a multi-purpose facility to replace the temporary modules. This new facility will serve the 
needs of Sunday School classes, Youth Meetings, Young Professionals functions, Women Meetings, 
Bible Study meetings, temporary fellowship hall, kitchen, Korban room, as well as St. Luke 
Academy (Pre-school - 8th grade). This project will take approximately 12-18 Months to receive city 
permits. We ask for your continued prayers and support for the completion of this phase (about 
$250,000), and fundraising for the building itself once the permits are ready. 
 Through the intercessions of St. Mary, St. Luke, and St. Verena, we pray that God may end 
these difficult days when we are apart. We look forward to when we can pray together again, and 
regularly attend liturgical services and spiritual meetings in person. May God protect, bless and 
reward the congregation and friends of St. Mary & St. Verena church, and every church.
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